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Mr. Speaker, as I close, it is very 

clear that we live in a culture of vio-
lence. The culture of violence has rav-
aged our communities, taking the lives 
of innocent Americans, ripping apart 
American families, and destroying 
families along the way. We must act 
now because our Nation is depending 
on us. Anyone who believes that it is 
okay to use a gun in an open theater is 
not really thinking very rationally. 
Someone who believes that you can put 
a police officer at every single entrance 
into a school is really not thinking 
very rationally. 

We have to do something. No matter 
what our personal beliefs are, we are 
all here to work for the American pub-
lic, not ourselves. We may have a per-
sonal opinion as to what should be 
done about guns, but the people of 
America are speaking, and we need to 
listen to them. 

With that, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to express my seri-
ous concerns about the recent acts of violence 
throughout the United States. The tragedy that 
struck the Sandy Hook Elementary School in 
Newtown, Connecticut, last month was a dev-
astating loss for the families and friends of the 
students and educators who were killed. As 
the second deadliest school shooting in U.S. 
history, the Newtown tragedy has underscored 
the fundamental need to reevaluate our ap-
proach to gun violence and mental illness. 

Any strategy to reduce gun violence must 
be inclusive in its approach to finding a solu-
tion. Every viable consideration must be on 
the table as we look to enact comprehensive 
legislation at the federal level. With the total 
number of privately owned firearms in circula-
tion estimated to be more than 270 million, we 
must take reasonable steps to ensure that 
these firearms do not fall into the wrong 
hands, while also protecting the Second 
Amendment rights of responsible gun owners. 

The topic of mental illness is one that is ne-
glected, particularly in regard to its connection 
to gun violence. In 2009, approximately 11 
million adults in the United States had a seri-
ous mental illness. Forty percent of those 
adults did not receive any type of treatment for 
that illness. We now know that each of the 
shooters in the most recent incidents suffered 
from mental illness. Addressing mental illness 
can be a critical component of a comprehen-
sive approach to reducing violence in our 
schools and other public places. 

Mr. Speaker, we must take deliberate steps 
going forward to prevent another tragedy from 
occurring. There is absolutely no place for vio-
lence in our schools, and we are compelled to 
do everything within our power to avert future 
catastrophe. There is a large mental health 
component to this debate that needs greater 
consideration, and I hope that my colleagues 
will continue to take a holistic approach during 
this process. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO 
JOINT CONGRESSIONAL COM-
MITTEE ON INAUGURAL CERE-
MONIES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
BENTIVOLIO). The Chair announces the 

Speaker’s appointment, pursuant to 
Senate Concurrent Resolution 2, 113th 
Congress, and the order of the House of 
January 3, 2013, of the following Mem-
bers on the part of the House to the 
Joint Congressional Committee on In-
augural Ceremonies: 

Mr. BOEHNER, Ohio; 
Mr. CANTOR, Virginia; 
Ms. PELOSI, California. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess subject to 
the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 8 o’clock and 24 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. WOODALL) at 9 o’clock 
and 28 minutes p.m. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 152, DISASTER RELIEF AP-
PROPRIATIONS ACT, 2013 

Mr. COLE, from the Committee on 
Rules, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 113–1) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 23) providing for consideration of 
the bill (H.R. 152) making supplemental 
appropriations for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2013, and for other 
purposes, which was referred to the 
House Calendar and ordered to be 
printed. 

f 
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So the resolution was agreed to. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 

objection, the word ‘‘General’’ in sec-
tion 3(j)(1) is changed to ‘‘Govern-
ment.’’ There was no objection. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Ms. JACKSON LEE (at the request of 
Ms. PELOSI) for today after 6:45 p.m. 
and January 15. 

Mrs. NAPOLITANO (at the request of 
Ms. PELOSI) for today and January 15 
and 16 on account of a death in the 
family. 

Mr. CRENSHAW (at the request of Mr. 
CANTOR) for today and the balance of 
the week on account of medical rea-
sons. 

Mr. CULBERSON (at the request of Mr. 
CANTOR) for today on account of ill-
ness. 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House, 
reported and found truly enrolled a bill 
of the House of the following title, 
which was thereupon signed by the 
Speaker: 

H.R. 41. An act to temporarily increase the 
borrowing authority of the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency for carrying out 
the National Flood Insurance Program. 

f 

BILL PRESENTED TO THE 
PRESIDENT 

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House, 
reported that on January 4, 2013, she 
presented to the President of the 
United States, for his approval, the fol-
lowing bill: 

H.R. 41. To temporarily increase the bor-
rowing authority of the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency for carrying out the 
National Flood Insurance Program. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I move that 
the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 9 o’clock and 29 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, Tues-
day, January 15, 2013, at 10 a.m. 

f 

OATH OF OFFICE—MEMBERS, 
RESIDENT COMMISSIONER, AND 
DELEGATES 

The oath of office required by the 
sixth article of the Constitution of the 
United States, and as provided by sec-
tion 2 of the act of May 13, 1884 (23 
Stat. 22), to be administered to Mem-
bers, Resident Commissioner, and Dele-
gates of the House of Representatives, 
the text of which is carried in 5 U.S.C. 
3331: 

‘‘I, AB, do solemnly swear (or af-
firm) that I will support and defend 
the Constitution of the United 
States against all enemies, foreign 
and domestic; that I will bear true 
faith and allegiance to the same; 
that I take this obligation freely, 
without any mental reservation or 
purpose of evasion; and that I will 
well and faithfully discharge the 
duties of the office on which I am 
about to enter. So help me God.’’ 

has been subscribed to in person and 
filed in duplicate with the Clerk of the 
House of Representatives by the fol-
lowing Members of the 113th Congress, 
pursuant to the provisions of 2 U.S.C. 
25: 

EARL BLUMENAUER, Third District of 
Oregon; JOHN LEWIS, Fifth District of 
Georgia; LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD, For-
tieth District of California. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

6. A letter from the Board Chair and Chief 
Executive Officer, Farm Credit Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final 
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